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I.  RESULTS

USA International Rankings (U.S. Dept. of Education figures released Dec 7, 2010):  
Reading 17th, Science 24th , Math 29th 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP): Forty Year Flatliner
Reading (17 yr. olds) 1973: scored 285 (out of 500)., 2008 scored 286 (out of 500).
Math (17 yr olds)   1973: scored 304 (out of 500).,  2008 scored 306 (out of 500).
Colorado: slightly above the National average in the above NAEP rankings.

II. COSTS (COLORADO)
K-12 general fund Expenditure (2010-2011): 
$4.339 billion dollars  (as % of General fund: 45.6%, compared to 37.8% in 2001- the last pre-Amendment 23 year.)
Total State & Local K-12 Expenditure 2007-2008 (incl. capital const. & debt financing) 
$8.930 billion dollars, ($11,133 per pupil), approximately 60 % of all State and Local budgeted expenditure.

Spending Increases (inflation adjusted dollars) 1970-2010: 
USA 102 % (Colorado marginally less).
Student-Teacher ratio (comparable to staff-student ratio: 
16.8 to 1 (National Center for Education Statistics).  
Colorado better than national average of 15.2

Colorado teachers as % of total K-12 employees: 
48% (National Average 51%, 1960 % - 67%,  1955  student-teacher ratio 27:1.)
Total Expenditure on K-12 salaries and benefits, State and local ( 2008-2009) 
$ 5.7 billion dollars ( 67% teachers, 8% administrators, 25% “other”).

Changes since Amendment 23 (2001)
% increase in K-12 students: 15%

% increase in K-12 employees: 21%(108,700 to 131,400)
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Difference between 15% and 21% employee increase: 
6,405 employees at $320 million dollar cost per annum (salaries and benefits)
Lawsuit against State on Education Funding (Lobato vs. Colorado)
Estimated Cost to Taxpayers if Plaintiffs prevail: $5 billion dollars
III. BETTER MODELS: COLORADO OUTLIERS
Results:  Harrison, School District 2

Costs:  Aurora Public Schools

Results and Costs:   
Denver Catholic Schools (55% of Colorado Public Schools per pupil cost)  

Utah (61% of Colorado cost; 23.7 to 1 student-teacher ratio)

KIPP (Knowledge is Power Program) and other Charters (83% of Colorado per pupil cost)

IV. HOW TO DO IT:  ONE MAN’S STORY
V. WARNINGS: YESTERDAY AND TODAY
 
“The  process of collective bargaining, as usually understood, cannot be transplanted in the public service.”  
- President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1937
“We can no longer live in a society where the public employees are the haves, and the taxpayers who foot the bills are the have-nots.” 
- Gov.-Elect Scott Walker (R-Wisc.), 2010
“The status quo of expensive mediocrity was not forced on us by fate.  It resulted from certain assumptions and decisions over the course of several decades, back to a time in living memory when American education was the world’s best.”  
-W.J. Moloney, Centennial Institute Policy Brief, 2010
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