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Dear friends of CCU,

The President’s Annual Report is an 
opportunity to communicate with the 
stakeholders of Colorado Christian University, 
to share updates on the state of our University, 
and to demonstrate how we are putting our 
mission into action. 

As an evangelical Christian university, CCU has 
always made our students’ spiritual formation a 

high priority. We have been equally committed to providing students with 
a superior academic experience — one that engages and challenges their 
minds as well as their hearts. CCU exists to teach, inspire, mentor, grow, 
and send out the next generation who will impact the world with the 
grace and truth of Jesus Christ. I deeply enjoy seeing this crucial Christian 
formation taking place in our students, and we celebrate the impact CCU 
grads are making on society. 

You play a vital role in our collective CCU story, and I invite you to read on 
to get a glimpse of this moment of time in CCU history. In the following 
pages, you will receive an overview of the past year at CCU, a bird’s-
eye view of the current financial status of the University, plus a look at 
the recently launched Lee Strobel Center for Evangelism and Applied 
Apologetics, another way in which we are equipping and training students 
to effectively communicate the grace of God and confidently defend 
the truth of the gospel with the goal of making disciples in America and 
around the world. 

In a world that challenges both the existence and the value of Christian 
higher education, we deeply appreciate the support of friends like you 
who understand its true worth. Thank you for making Colorado Christian 
University a place where you have invested your prayers, time, talents, 
and treasure.

Yours in His Service,

Donald W. Sweeting, Ph.D. 
President

From the President
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About Colorado Christian University

Colorado Christian University is located in Lakewood, Colorado, a 
suburb of Denver. Founded in 1914, Colorado Christian University is 
the premier interdenominational Christian college in Colorado and the 
eight-state Rocky Mountain region, delivering world class education to 
thousands of students.

As a member of the Council of Christian Colleges and Universities, CCU 
is consistently ranked in the top 2% of colleges nationwide for its core 
curriculum by the American Council of Trustees and Alumni.

The Cougar Athletics program at CCU competes at the NCAA Division 
II level in the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference (RMAC), one of the 
largest and most competitive conferences in the nation. Men’s sports 
include: baseball, basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, and track and 
field. Women’s sports include: basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, 
softball, track and field, and volleyball.

Colorado Christian University is unique among American universities.

We are principally conservative, that is, we believe in what 
Russell Kirk called “permanent things” (goodness, beauty, 
truth, and ordered liberty).  

We are convictionally Christian, and as an evangelical 
university, we stand within the great tradition of Christian 
universities and are serious about our faith and the gospel.

We are academically substantive, that is, we are committed 
to academic excellence and we prepare students for a 
lifetime of service in various professions and the Church.

And we are geographically blessed, as we reside at the foot 
of the majestic Rocky Mountains. 



Christ-centered higher education transforming students to impact the 
world with grace and truth.

Our Strategic Priorities were adopted by the CCU Board of Trustees 
to serve as a guiding compass for the University. They direct the 
implementation of CCU’s Mission and provide context for our first 
priority — an enduring commitment to Jesus Christ and His kingdom. 
The Strategic Priorities provide a point of convergence for every member 
of the CCU community and for every aspect of life at CCU, from how we 
teach and learn in the classroom to how we live with and serve others.

 • Honor Christ and share the love of Christ on campus and around   
the world

 • Teach students to trust the Bible, live holy lives, and be evangelists

 • Be a magnet for outstanding students and prepare them for positions 
of significant leadership in the church, business, government, and 
professions by offering an excellent education in strategic disciplines

 • Teach students how to learn 

 • Teach students how to think for themselves

 • Teach students how to speak and write clearly and effectively

 • Give students significant opportunities to serve our Lord while they are 
at CCU and to help them develop a lifetime habit of such service

 • Impact our culture in support of traditional family values, sanctity of 
life, compassion for the poor, Biblical view of human nature, limited 
government, personal freedom, free markets, natural law, original intent 
of the Constitution, and Western civilization

 • Be seekers of truth

 • Debunk “spent ideas” and those who traffic in them

 • Ask God to multiply our time and ability to the glory of His great name

 • Be a servant of the Church

 • Become a great university

CCU.EDU/MISSION
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Strategic Priorities



Colorado Christian University unites with the broad, historic evangelical 
faith rather than affiliating with any specific denomination. In this 
commitment, the University embraces the following declarations of the 
National Association of Evangelicals:

 • We Believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative 
Word of God.

 • We Believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

 • We Believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in His 
sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death through 
His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right 
hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory.

 • We Believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful people, regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.

 • We Believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling 
the Christian is enabled to live a godly life.

 • We Believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they that 
are saved unto the resurrection of life and they that are lost unto the 
resurrection of damnation.

 • We Believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.

These declarations do not comprise all that individual Christians may 
consider important elements of faith; rather, they establish the essential 
framework within which members of the University both unite in shared 
beliefs and explore differences.
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Statement of Faith
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Trustee
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Trustee
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Trustee
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Dr. Jerry Nelson 
Trustee

Tim McTavish ‘10 
Trustee

Terry Leprino ‘92 
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Roger Chandler, MBA 
Vice President of Student Success

College of Adult and Graduate Studies

Allison Burkhart, MBA 
Vice President of Enrollment

College of Adult and Graduate Studies

Daniel Cohrs, CPA 
Executive Vice President

Eric Hogue, M.A. 
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Jim McCormick, M.S. 
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College of Undergraduate Studies
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Donald W. Sweeting, Ph.D. 
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Jeff Hunt, MPS 
Director of Centennial Institute

Shannon Dreyfuss, MBA 
Vice President of Campus Development

President’s Cabinet
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Lee Strobel Center

CCU Launches the Lee Strobel 
Center  for Evangelism and 
Applied Apologetics
Colorado Christian University 
has joined forces with renowned 
evangelist and New York Times best-
selling author Lee Strobel to launch 
the Lee Strobel Center for Evangelism 
and Applied Apologetics. The center 
will promote training in evangelism 
and apologetics in order to bring 
spiritual renewal to the church in 
America.

“As an evangelical university, we 
stand within the great tradition of 
Christian universities who are serious 
about faith and the gospel, and we’re 
thrilled to have Lee Strobel join our 
team,” said Donald W. Sweeting, 
CCU president. 

“Strobel’s background as a former 
atheist, portrayed in his book and 
film The Case for Christ, gives him 
valuable insight into how to reach 
people who are far from Christ,” 
Sweeting said. “It is a Strategic 
Priority of Colorado Christian 
University to share the love of Christ 
on campus and around the world, 
and to teach our students to be 
evangelists. The Strobel Center at 

CCU is an incredible vehicle to enable 
us to make new strides to achieve 
these priorities.”

The Strobel Center at CCU will focus 
on applied apologetics — equipping 
a vast network of Christians who are 
actively engaged in the marketplace 
of ideas in local churches and 
communities, in the media, in the 
entertainment world, on the internet, 
and throughout popular culture. 
The center will also offer accredited 
undergraduate and graduate degrees 
designed to help churches, ministries, 
and individual Christians share and 
defend their faith naturally and 
effectively.

Described in the Washington Post as 
“one of the evangelical community’s 
most popular apologists,” Strobel 
has authored more than 40 books 
and curricula that have sold more 
than 14 million copies. The Yale-
educated former legal editor of the 
Chicago Tribune also has been a 
teaching pastor at three of the largest 
evangelical churches in the country.

“Who is the next Billy Graham? It 
is millions of contagious Christians 
who are trained, equipped, and 
deployed,” said Strobel. “And we 
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Lee Strobel Center

have a vision to fulfill this mission 
as quickly as possible through this 
new initiative at Colorado Christian 
University. As an unapologetically 
Christian university, CCU is a natural 
home for this new center.”

The Strobel Center’s executive 
director is Mark Mittelberg, Strobel’s 
long-time ministry associate and the 
best-selling author of Confident Faith, 
The Reason Why Faith Makes Sense, 
and The Questions Christians Hope 
No One Will Ask (With Answers).

To facilitate that training, the Strobel 
Center’s courses will be offered 
through CCU Online, enabling 
people from all backgrounds and 
stages of life to study online from the 
convenience of their own home or 
office. 

“CCU is a leader in online 
education,” Sweeting added. “The 
Strobel Center will feature the latest 
and most creative technology, the 
most current and proven content, and 
live interaction with passionate and 
credentialed educators.”

Tracks of emphasis will include 
Innovative Evangelism, Cultural 
Engagement, Global Apologetics, 
and Practical Apologetics. 

“The Strobel Center will be outwardly 
rather than inwardly focused, it will 
be relentlessly practical and non-
denominational in its orientation, 
and it will pioneer fresh approaches 
to evangelism and the defense of 
the faith — all solidly grounded on a 
biblical foundation,” said Strobel.

The Strobel Center will also include 
a think tank composed of leading 
Christian scholars, innovators, 
and practitioners. The think tank 
will collaborate on fresh ways of 
explaining and spreading the 
gospel, host national conferences 
to share best practices, and 
encourage churches in saturating 
their communities with the Christian 
message.
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Rockmont Hall

Rockmont Hall Opens, Marking Fourth New Building in Five Years

More than a year of construction 
officially came to fruition August 
20 when Colorado Christian 
University dedicated its newest 
facility, Rockmont Hall. The 330-
bed, apartment-style residence hall 
is the fourth new building and the 
second residence hall constructed on 
the University’s Lakewood campus 
since its redevelopment plan was 
implemented in 2012.

The 115,000-square-foot facility was 
named in honor of one of CCU’s 
heritage institutions, Rockmont 
College, and houses both first-year 
and returning students. The four-story 
structure includes eight lounges and 
common social spaces, a grab-and-go 
café, internet connectivity from each 

room, and Wi-Fi access throughout 
the facility. The hall features one-, 
two-, and three-bedroom apartments 
with full kitchens, a bathroom in 
each bedroom, washer and dryers 
in each unit, spacious living rooms, 
dishwashers, air conditioning, and 
cable.

“These are truly great facilities that 
allow us to provide an atmosphere 
for our students that encourages 
spiritual formation, community, 
and lifelong friendships,” said Jim 
McCormick, senior vice president and 
vice president of Student Life. “What 
an incredible path the Lord has CCU 
on, 10 years of record enrollments 
and another incredible building as we 
continue to transform our campus.”
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CCU Opens Nursing and 
Healthcare Simulation Center
Colorado Christian University’s School 
of Nursing and Health Professions 
Simulation Center was dedicated 
January 4. The more-than-4,600-
square-foot facility serves as the 
backbone of the University’s hands-
on training for healthcare-related 
programs. The simulation center has 
been customized to meet standards 
defined by the International Nursing 
Association of Clinical Simulation and 
Learning (INACSL). The Lakewood 
facility includes classroom space, three 
skills rooms for procedural simulation, 
two high-fidelity simulation rooms, and 
two pre-briefing/debriefing rooms.

CCU Marks 10th Consecutive  
Year of Enrollment Growth
Record traditional student enrollment 
and expanding graduate-level 
programs pushed Colorado Christian 
University to its 10th consecutive year 
of enrollment growth. Total University 
enrollment reached 8,486, the highest 
total enrollment in the 105-year history 
of the institution. The programs seeing 
the largest growth continue to be at 
the graduate level, with 1,467 enrolled 
last year. This is an increase of nearly 
10 percent over the previous year, and 
an 83 percent increase over the last 
decade. For the fall 2019 semester, 
CCU has a record 1,414 traditional 
undergraduate students enrolled in 
the College of Undergraduate Studies. 

Recent Highlights

CCU’s Core Curriculum Ranked in 
Top 2% for Eighth Consecutive Year
Colorado Christian University is ranked
in the top 2% of all U.S. colleges and
universities for the eighth consecutive
year by the American Council of
Trustees and Alumni (ACTA). CCU is
one of only 22 institutions nationwide,
and only one of two institutions in
Colorado, to receive an ‘A’ rating for
its core curriculum requirements in the
College of Undergraduate Studies.
ACTA assessed the core academic
requirements at 1,123 four-year
institutions. 

CCU Launches Doctor of Nursing 
Practice in Visionary Leadership
In January 2019, CCU launched
its first doctoral-level degree program,
a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
in Visionary Leadership. The DNP is
offered through the School of Nursing
and Health Professions in the College
of Adult and Graduate Studies.
The program is an online, practice- 
focused doctorate that prepares
experts in specialized advanced
nursing practice. Graduates will be
able to apply credible research and
translate evidence-based practice into
improved health outcomes.



Enrollment

Traditional Undergraduate Enrollment

5,116

5,599

5,690

5,605

Total Enrollment

Graduate Enrollment

2018 – 2019
1,393
1,338

8,421

67%
17%

16%

2017 – 2018

8,156

1,343
1,214

69%
16%

15%

2019 – 2020

1,414
1,467

8,486

66%
17%

17%

2016 – 2017

7,379

1,306
957

69%
18%

13%

Adult Undergraduate Enrollment
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Statistics
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Statistics

50

states 
represented

70%

30%

1,043 degrees awarded
in the 2019 academic year

domestic students 
who self-declare as 

students of color

30% 

21
countries 

represented

denominations
represented

68 Locations:
Lakewood

Colorado Springs
Denver Tech Center

Grand Junction
Loveland

Pueblo
Sterling 

and Online

CO

$197M
annual 
operating 
budget

207
student 
athletes

1,008
total employees

Fall 2019 statistics



The Armstrong Legacy Initiative of Colorado Christian University is an effort 
to secure $30.2 million for the Armstrong Center. An additional $50 million 
will also be pursued to provide a new endowment fund for need-based 
student scholarships. These causes were championed by Bill Armstrong 
during his tenure as CCU president, and they are causes that are at the 
heart of the Armstrong Legacy.

Former CCU president Bill Armstrong was fond of noting that great 
buildings do not make a university, but great universities require great 
buildings. He also understood the importance of building a strong 
endowment fund that could provide need-based student scholarships 
for generations to come. It was with these two causes in mind that the 
Armstrong Legacy Initiative was launched in 2016.

The Initiative is close to reaching its first goal, $30.2 million in funding to 
construct the Armstrong Center — the heart of the academic quad and the 
future backbone of the University’s residential campus. With $26.8 million 
funded and pledged to the campaign as of November 1, the Armstrong 
Legacy Initiative has entered the home stretch with a planned completion 
of the first fundraising stage by June 2020.

Now is your opportunity to help make the Armstrong Center a reality. The 
University is down to the final $3.4 million needed. Please give now to 
complete the dream.

Architectural Rendering of Chapel

14

Armstrong Legacy Initiative



$24.3 Million
funded and pledged  
as of November 2019

$3.4 Million
to go

Recent
$5 Million
Match Gift

Final $2.5 Million
pledged

Complete the Dream by June 2020
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For more details about the Armstrong Legacy Initiative and how you 
can help complete the dream, visit ccu.edu/ALI



Dear friends of CCU,

Colorado Christian University is a special 
place nestled right at the foothills of the 
majestic Rocky Mountains. From the beautifully 
redeveloped campus there are some great view 
corridors that display the magnificence of God’s 
creation in every direction. CCU is blessed in 
so many ways, including its location here in the 
Rocky Mountain West.

It is humbling to think that God Himself is using CCU as a tool to 
accomplish His means, and that our mission of “Christ-centered higher 
education transforming students to impact the world with grace and truth” 
is the centerpiece of all we do. God is showering His blessings in many 
aspects of the operations of CCU, including successful fundraising projects, 
new programs and partnerships, and financial provisions for this year and 
for years to come.

The following pages give a snapshot overview of the financials here at 
CCU — but there is so much more to the story. There are many stories of 
students’ lives who have been changed by Christ-centered education, and 
we believe that pouring ourselves into the lives and futures of students — 
both young and older –— will change the world.

As you review the following pages, please pray with us that CCU will 
long be a reflection of the light of Jesus into this dark world, and that the 
investment of many people into the lives of students will provide a bountiful 
return for generations.

Sincerely,

Daniel L. Cohrs, CPA 
Executive Vice President 

16

From the Executive Vice President



The following pages summarize the stewardship results of Colorado 
Christian University. As we look forward to the years ahead, we continue to 
give thanks to God for His rich blessing on the University. 
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Financial Summary Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019



The balance sheet as of June 30, 2019, reflects a strong financial 
condition, which continues the trend from the most recent past. Total 
cash and investments calculate to 31% of CCU’s total assets, resulting in 
good financial liquidity. Property and equipment continues to grow as a 
percent of total assets, a direct result of the University’s continued campus 
redevelopment activities.  

CONDENSED BALANCE SHEET 2018 2019
Assets 
 Cash and Cash Equivalents $24,281,032 $29,665,582

 Restricted Cash 4,000,000 4,000,000

 Accounts Receivable, Net 7,677,153 6,520,734

 Investments 32,443,014 27,223,686

 Property and Equipment, Net 92,136,717 117,719,185

 Notes Receivable, Net 7,303,905 5,841,563

 Other Assets 1,465,204 6,152,922

 Total Assets $169,307,025 $197,123,672

Liabilities 
 Accounts Payable and Other $5,736,757 $4,889,119

 Deferred Revenue 9,469,049 4,898,107

 Property Development Payables 874,178 4,635,100

 Long-term Debt 34,891,963 49,569,526

 Other 155,639 155,639

 Total Liabilities  $51,127,586 $64,147,491

Net Assets 
 Unrestricted $102,505,556 $112,736,561

 Restricted  15,673,883 20,239,620

 Total Net Assets  $118,179,439 $132,976,181

 Total Liabilities and Net Assets $169,307,025 $197,123,672

Information summarized from audited complete financial statements.
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Balance Sheet Summary



As the above graph indicates, Colorado Christian University has been 
blessed by many consecutive years of asset growth. 

In addition to asset growth, CCU has also benefited from many consecutive 
years of growth in equity, or net assets. As depicted in the following graph, 
equity exceeds $132 million for the first time in CCU’s history:

Assets
June 30, 2011 to 2019

Cash and Cash Equivalents
Accounts Receivable, Net
Property and Equipment, Net
Other Assets

Restricted Cash
Investments
Notes Receivable

Liabilities and Net Assets
June 30, 2011 to 2019

Total Liabilities  Total Net Assets
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CONDENSED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES  2018 2019
Operating Revenue

 Tuition Revenue  $95,759,067 $95,059,410

 Scholarships and Grants  (25,978,588) (26,504,829)

 Net Tuition 69,780,479 68,554,581

 Auxiliary Services 9,593,892 10,412,060

 Contributions 1,711,633 1,676,490

 Other 2,931,708 4,205,327

 Total Revenue $84,017,712 $84,848,458

EXPENSES BY ACTIVITY:
Program Services

 Instruction $19,876,792 $22,399,320

 Academic Support 3,826,853 3,687,697

 Student Services 22,958,415 24,264,223

 Auxiliary Enterprises 9,014,697 10,936,205

 Centennial Institute 2,509,783 991,756

 Subtotal 58,186,540 62,279,201

Supporting Services

 General and Administrative 17,996,230 19,063,221

 Fundraising 1,665,873 1,597,954

 Subtotal 19,662,103 20,661,175

 Total Expenses $77,848,643 $82,940,376
 
Change in Net Assets from Operations $6,169,069 $1,908,082

NON-OPERATING ACTIVITY:
 Capital and Endowment Funds $3,232,586 $4,849,759

 Investment & Other Non-Operating 1,579,209 8,038,903

Change in Net Assets $10,980,864 $14,796,744

The following condensed statement of activities summarizes the operations 
of the University for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2018 and 2019.

Information summarized from audited complete financial statements.
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Operations Summary



As represented in the following graph, revenue has increased each year for 
many consecutive years. The Lord’s hand is evident in all area of operations, 
but perhaps none so dramatic as in the growth in student FTE count and 
tuition revenue.

Net  Auxiliary Services Contributions Other

Revenue
June 30, 2011 to 2019
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Naturally, with the growth of revenue, primarily tuition revenue, there is a 
corresponding growth in expenses to provide the quality education that helps 
to fuel the growth. Managing growth well is an intentional goal of CCU, and 
we never lose sight of the stewardship responsibility that we have with all 
resources that the Lord provides. It is our fiduciary responsibility as stated 
throughout Scripture on which we base University budgeting and spending.

Program Expenses
June 30, 2011 to 2019

Instruction Academic Support Student Services Auxiliary Enterprises Public Service



Campus redevelopment activities continue to transform the campus 
into world-class facilities on par with a university our size anywhere in 
the country. Four buildings have been completed since the campus 
redevelopment efforts began in 2012:

 • Leprino Hall, a 44,000-square-foot facility dedicated entirely to excellent 
academics. It contains classrooms, faculty offices, and offices for 
academic deans. This hall was completed in 2014.

 • Yetter Hall, completed in 2015, is a 300-bed facility, predominately 
comprised of three-bedroom, three-bath suites with full kitchen and 
laundry facilities. This residential hall is just over 100,000 square feet, 
and helps to form a dramatic entrance to the campus.

 • The Anschutz Student Center was opened in fall 2017, and is a 60,000- 
square-foot facility that primarily provides student dining, athletic 
training facilities, and Student Life offices. There is a great room which 
houses many University functions, and has become in demand by the 
community at-large to hold sizeable gatherings.

 • Rockmont Hall was completed in August 2019, and is a 330-bed facility 
structured similarly to Yetter Hall. This residence hall is slightly larger at 
110,000 square feet, and completes the dramatic entrance to campus 
from Alameda Avenue.

The above summaries represent only a brief glance into the fiscal 
operations of Colorado Christian University, and the overall picture paints a 
bright and exciting future. We continue to thank our Lord for His provision, 
and we endeavor to make the most of the time and resources that we are 
given each day. Our fervent prayer is that all the resources provided to the 
university will be put to work in bringing our mission to fruition. We firmly 
believed that the world can indeed be impacted by the grace and truth 
of Jesus Christ through an investment in students who are taught from a 
Christian worldview.
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Other Highlights

Conclusion
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